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THE.  GEMM  APPLE  MABKBT  OUTLOOH-aBj; 


While  the  market  for  imerican  apples  in  December  has  not  entirely- 
come  -up  to  trade  expectations,  most  dealers,  and  particularly  dealers  in 
Western  Germany,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  late  Winter  will  gee  improve- 
ment, according  to  a  re-oort  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  G.  C.  Haas  at 
Berlin-    The  re-oorted  serious  frost  damage  to  the  Spanish  orange  crop 
will  probably  reduce  the  quantity  of  that  fruit  on  the  German  markets.  Al- 
though the  ap-ole  market  so  far  has  been  comparatively  q\iiet,  with  lower 
prices  than  last  year  prevailittg,  purchasing  power  is  undoubtedly  higher 
than  last  year  and  should  become  relatively  higher  in  the  next  few  m.onths, 
as  business  conditions  are  now  steadily  improving,  whereas  a  year  ago  the 
tendency  was  downward. 

American  aiDToles  are  now  moving  into  consumption  in  this  market  (at. 
low  prices,  of  course)  in  greater  quantities  than  ever  before,  German  im~ 
ports  of  ap-oles  from,  the  United  States  up  to  December  1  having  been  equiv- 
alent to  235,000  boxes,  as  compared  with  about  70,000  boxes  for  the  same 
period  last  year.     It  appears  certain,  therefore,  that  consumption  during 
the  remainder  rf  the  season  will  be  considerably  above  the  750,000  boxes 
imported  from  America  between  Decem.ber  1  and  June  30,  last  season*  German 
imports  of  American  apples  last  year  increased  steadily  throughout  the 
season,  reaching  their  highest  point  in  April. 

The  brightest  feature  of  the  market  in  many  respects  is  the  increas- 
ed demand  this  season  for  American  barreled  apDles,  particularly  in  Ttestern 
Germany,  states  Mr.  Haas.    The  comparative  cheapness  of  this  fruit  and  its 
generally  satisfactory  conditi'^n  on  arrival  in  Western  German  markets  has 
bro^aght  it  into  favor  wjth  many  dealers  and  a  large  body  of  consumers  to 
whom  price  is  an  important  consideration..   Prices  of  barreled  stock  have 
been  maintained,  and  even  increased,  in  the  Mid-December  port  auctions  in 
the  face  of  lower  quotations  on  boxed  stock.    This  is  partly  due,  of  c^^urse, 
to  smaller  arrivals  of  barreled  frj.it,  but  it  can  also  be  attributed  to  a 
good  demand.     Barreled  apples  have  undoubtedly  made  sound  progress  in  the 
German  market  this  year. 

The  trade  reports  that  arrivals  of  apples,  chiefly  in  bulk,  frtm  the 
Italian  Tyrol,  Yugoslavia,  Hungary  and  also  Switzerland  etill  continue,  but 
in  very  small  quantities.    Arrivals  from  Italy  are  still  generally  good  in 
condition,  but  the  Balkan  stock  contains  much  wasty  fruit.    The  stocks  still 
remaining  in  the  producing  districts  are  very  small  and  •f  a  condition  un- 
suitable for  storage  of  any  length. 
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western  Germany,  and  particularly  the  industrial  section  stretching 
from  Cologne  northward,  is  ordinarily  reliant  upon  Dutch,  Belgian  and  French 
orchards  for  an  irroortant  share  of  its  a'ople  sup-'olies.    With  the  Dutch  crop 
a  very  poor  one  and  the  Belgian  and  French  su^rilies  reduced,  this  district 
has  "been  in  the  market  for  j^erican  anples  in  comparatively  laege  quantities 
at  a  mach  earlier  date  than  usual,  and' will  be  a  large  constuner  during  the 
remainder  of  the  season. 

Conditions  in  other  Gonsuminr  Centers 

The  Elberfeld.  Barmen  district,  early  in  Derember,  ^"as  consuming 
around  500  "barrels  end  500-700  "boxes  of  American  a-DTDles  '."eekly.  Baldwins 
and  York  Imperials  follovred  "by  Sanos  and  Ben  Davis  ''^ere  most  favored  airiong 
("barreled  stock,)  and  "Tinesaps,  Spitzenburgs  and  ITe^towns,  in  the  order 
named,  am^ong  boxed  frij.it.     Sales  of  both  boxed  and  barreled  apples,  but 
particularly  the  latter,  have  increased  greatly  this  season,  wholesale 
prices  for  barrels  ranged  from.  |6.o6  to  $8.10  laid  dovrn  in  Elberfeld,  The 
m.ost  popular  sizes  are  2  1/2  for  barrels  and  138/150  for  boxed  apples. 

The  Essen  district  ^vas  absorbing  about  6  carloads  (10  metric  tons 
each)  of  American  ap-nles,  weekly,  during  the  first  "oart  of  Decem.ber,  with 
barreled  apples  in  generally  better  demand  than  bo:<:ed  stock.    Dealers,  hcv- 
ever,  consider  the  outlook  favorable  for  boxed  fruit. 

The  lainich  district  ^-vas  consuming  about  1,000  boxes  weekly,  of  Anier- 
ican  apples  in  the  middle  of  December,  with  prices  about  20  TDer  cent  below 
last  year.    The  chief  competition  'vas  from  Italian  fnait  ana' inferior 
Humianian  and  Yugoslavian  stock,  arrivals  of  which,  during  early  December, 
were  B-IQ  cars  (10  metric  tons  each)  daily. 

Sales  of  Air.erican  aiDples  in  Berlin  in  the  mdddle  of  Decem.ber  were  at 
the  rate  of  10-12,000  boxes  weekly. 


